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With only $200 in its treasury, Bonanza
Kennel Club members rallied together
for a successful first show.

Bonanza on a
Budget

BY CANDY ROPER

76 GAZETTE

ow do we hold a dog show with
Hundcr $200 in our club account?

Is it possible? What il we get
started and run out of funds? Will we
have to chip in out of our own pockets?
What if we still don't have enough? We
don't have ring equipment: where wili
that come from? This is the first show
for our club and community—what if
the local merchants won't support us?
There are a lot of expenses—judges, ho-
lels. trophies, ribbons. grounds. This
is a big project for a newly lieensed
club. Will we make it?...

The Bonanza Kennel Club of Carson
City was organized in the fall of 1980
by a few dedicated members of Lhe
community—aboul a dozen—and fi-
nances werc very limited. Club func-
tions were sometimes financed out of
club members’ pockets and were reim-
bursed when funds were available,

The first major obslacle to overcome
was with the parks department. They

The author is a novice exhibilor of her
Bernese Mountain Dog and is dis-
abled. A member of the Bonanza Ken-
nel Club since 1985. she has been its
corresponding secretary since 1987.

emphatically stated that no dogs would
ever be allowed on the lawns in any
park in Carson City. Therefore. the
first matches were held out of town, ei-
ther in Reno, thirty miles to the north,
or in Gardnerville, twenty miles to the
south. Due to the efforts of a pit bull
club, dog events were evenlually al-
lowed in the parks. Once it held a
match, Bonanza was allowed to use the
parks. The club formed a working rela-
tionship with the parks departinent
that has grown stronger with each
event. }

Within a few years, the club was hold-
ing two sanctioned matches per year.
These matches financed the club’s lim-
ited operations and functions. Judges
often donated their services Lo Lhe club.

Because there are no indoor facilities
in Carson City large enough to hold
even a small maltch of 125 or so entries,
four rings were set up inside the gyvm-
nasium of the community center. and
two rings for obedience were outside in
the parking lot. regardless of the
weather. The first match each year was
usually held in January when weather
is extremely unpredictable. and judges,
stewards and exhibitors were often




Fox & Coak

forced to face the bitter cold and
wind—and snow— typical of the area.

Summer matches were held in July
or August, when the temperature in
Carson City can soar to nearly 100 de-
grees. These matches took place in the
park across {rom the community cen-
ter. and the limited shade was grabbed
early in the day.

Ready To Show

By 1987, the club was ready to sub-
mit its application to the American
Kennel Club for licensing. Membership
in the club had reached forty-five. After
members’ breeding and exhibiting
records were gathered and submitted,
everyone sat back and anxiously
awaited word from the AKC. Licensing
was approved in March, and the club
submitted an application for its first-
ever AKC licensed show that month.

A budget was compiled based on an
entry of 1,200. Expenses were calcu-
lated at 812,784 to cover judges ex-
penses, hotel rooms. trophies, superin-
tendant, grounds and other expenses
as they arose. Income from entries.
overnight parking, catalog sales and
advertising was calculated at $21,785.

leaving a profil of $9.001.

Money was a major problem. After the
application was submitted for a Satur-
day. September 30 show in 1989, the
balance in the treasury dipped to
8170.94. The registration for the club
trailer was due, which was $23. A
match was planned for July 16th (o
help raisc funds. but mailing costs
were going Lo be 8250. Fortunately,
Reno Kennel Club, thirty miles to the
north, needed help with its spring
show,. scheduled for Saturday. June
3rd. It offered the Bonanza Kennel Cilub
$500 to help with ring set-up and
break-down. and on the day before the
show a [ew dedicated Bonanza K.C.
members and a couple of friends ar-
rived ready to go to work. Reno’s check
was enough to keep things going; the
summer match proceeded with an en-
try of 136, raising another $500 with
which the club could work.

The club took advantage of every pos-
sible chance to freely publicize the
show. No advertising fees were paid.
The only cost in advertising was the
cost of postage stamps used to mail
news relcases lo every local tv and radio
station as well as newspaper. About

Club members lcok
an as judge Robert
L. Ligon presents the
BIS ribhon to the
Boxetr, Ch. Trece-
der's All That Jazz.
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A Bearded Collie is
gaited in the contor-
mation ring at Bo-
nanza Kennel Club’s
first show.
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thirty-five news releases were mailed on
three occasions in the three-month pe-
riod preceding the show. A statewide
publication, the Nevada Magazine,
placed the event on its show calendar,
which was published two months be-
fore the show. The three area newspa-
pers placed the show on their events
calendars. The local radio station be-
came interested and [reely publicized
the show on the air. The station man-
ager was also the president of the
Chamber of Commerce. of which the
club is a member, and its newsletter
publicized the show under “News From
Our Members" and on its community
calendar. Two West Coast show photog-
raphers, both of whom are friends of
club members, were contacted and they

were happy to at-
tend our first
show,

Donations
Trophies were

the next obstacle

to overcome.,

Members went to

their veterinari-

ans and local
merchants, as
well as to fellow
fanciers. and be-
gan collecting
donations. Even-
tually, the club
had donations
for forty-five
breed trophies
and all Groups.

The Best in

Show trophy—a

crystal and silver

tray with a crys-
tal bowl contain-
ing one hundred
silver dollars—
was donated by

Don Tatro.
5 owner of the Car-
¥ son Nugget. a lo-
= cal casino. It

turned out to be
a very coveted trophy.

Local merchants and breeders were
also contacted about advertising. and
the thirty-one advertisements collected
made another small profit for the club.

In preparation for the first show In
the community, the club offered free
conformation and handling classes to
the public. The classes were well at-
tended by both the general public and
club members. A month before the
show. the local newspaper attended a
class and took photos for an article
that would appear prior to the show.
Obedience classes were also offered and
well attended.

The club had a list of ring stewards
willing to come and work at its first
show. Some were local members of var-




A group of dog lovers comes fagether
ond decides fo form & club. How do they
proceed from a simple love of dogs fo
gaining the opprovol of the American Ken-
nel Club ta hold o licensed dog show, ©
magjor eveni?

The first thing they should do is acguire
the AKC booklet, The Farmation of Dag
Clubs. It contains detailed informotion
about whot is expected of a club at every
stage of its development. Essentially, spe-
cialty. oll-breed ond cbedience clubs are
expected to hald informal Pian B{OB)
matches, progress 1o more formol Plan
A(OA) matches and eventually host a li-
censed event. What kind of fime frame is a
| club looking at to move acceptobly
through the ranks? The Formalion of Dog
Clubs states that though there is no definite
fime alletment, specialty clubbs must hold a
“program” of B rmoiches over o period of at
least two years. All clubs must then make @

How a New Club Holds Iis
First Licensed Show

presentation to the AKC reguesting ap-
proval to move on fo A[OA) matches, of |
which they musi conduct two at leost six l
menths apart. Clubs may then be consid-
ered for the holding of licensed events,

James P, Crowley, Director of Dog Events
at AKC, soys that when a club opplies to |
hold o licensed event, “it's a one-shot deal.” |
The show site must be fully opproved {(an
area field representotive commonly excm-
ines the site for the AKC), and ol other aspects
of the cluo’s functions, os outined in The For-
rmation of Dog Clubs, miust be met before ap-
provol is granted. Bvery year that the clup
wishes to hold anocther licensed event it
must resubmit on application. A club will be
issued warnings for any rules viokations, and
the AKC maintains the right to withhold a
club’s approval, (The Formation of Dog
Ciubs can be obtained free of charge by
wrifing the AKC, 51 Modison Ave., New York,
NY 10010) —Dominique Davis

lous dog clubs, some were interested in
eventually submitting applications to
AKC ta become judges. A notice was
also put in the premium for those in-
terested in ring stewarding, and three
San Francisco Bay area residents re-
sponded to that as well. All stewards
donated their time {ree of charge to the
club, The ring stewards and the 4-H
members who offered sanitary duty
were provided. as thanks. with t-shirts
that read First All-Breed Dog Show,
September 30. 1289, with the club logo
in the center.

Popular Presents

National pet product companies werc
contacted in hopes they would donate
sample products for hospitality bags to
be given to all overnight exhibitors. Do-

The author is on assistant edifor ot the GAZETTE.

nations included Alpo Liver Treats, Pet
Tabs, Mycodex shampoo., Vi-Sorbits,
and Biscrock bones. The actual bags
were donated by the Carson City Cham-
ber of Commerce/Tourism Authority,
which also provided pamphlets, tourist
information brochures and a map of
Nevada. Dog food samples were sup-
plied by Benson's Pet Foods. a lecal
feed supply store. Two casinos chipped
in with tokens for 81 in free play and
one provided ballpoint pens. Also in-
cluded as a gift from the club were
trash bags and a city map showing the
location of the hospital. police and [ire
departments, as well as locations of cat-
alog advertisers, shopping areas and
places to eal. Bob Damberg, who trav-
cled from Oregon to take care of over-
night parking and park security. said

SEPTEMBER 1990 79




80 GAZETTE

the bags were a popular item.

Instead of offering obedicnce our-
selves. the Truckee Meadows Dog
Training Club of Reno was invited to
hold its fall trial in conjunction with
Bonanza's all-breed show. September
30th was the traditional fall trial date
for Truckee Meadows, and the club
readily accepted our invitation.

A new park. Fuji Park, was chosen as
the show site because it provided more
shade and parking space: it was much
more suitable than the previous loca-
tion. Rental of the park was arranged
for $100 per day. a big break for the
club’s treasury!

A club member who is a bus me-
chanic obtained a luxury party bus
from a private party in returm far me-
chanical work. This bus is used by en-
terlainers for (ransportation between
engagements. and was used as Lhe has-
pitality center for the show. It had ev-
ery comfort, including TVs, VCRs, ste-
reos, relrigerators, a microwave,
bathrooms. a shower, and seating for
fourteen. as well as six beds.

The Friday preceding the show was
scheduled {or the Northern Nevada
Shetland Sheepdog Club's specialty,
the Sierra Nevada Collie Club's spe-
cialty. and a match by the Northern Ne-
vada Kuvasz Club. The Shelties at-
tracted over 100 entries. the Collies
over sixty entries, and the Kuvaszok
had thirty-one—the largest entry of Ku-
vaszok in the country.

Bring on The Exhibitors

Everything was under control, Jack
Omnolrio Dog Shows had been hired as
the show superintendant to print the
premium and catalogs. and take en-
iries. and he was also providing the
much needed ring equipment. Judges
were hired, scveral at little or no ex-
pense to the club as it was our first
show, ring stewards were scheduled,
grounds were reserved, trophies had
arrived, and Sicrra Veterinary Hospital
provided at no charge to the club the
in-attendance veterinarian. The next
worry was the weather. Carson Cily is

located at the eastern base of the Sierra
Nevadas, and the elevation is near
4.500 feet. The weather, unpredictable
at any time of the vear. is especially so
in the spring and fall. It had becn a
beautiful Indian summer. and everyone
hoped the lovely weather would con-
tinue through the day of the show.

Friday, the 29th. dawned cloudy and
rainy which, though nol commoen, can
last several days once it starts. By early
afternoon, however, the sky had
cleared. and other than wet exhibitors.
wel dogs and a few dampened spirits,
no harm was dene.

Saturday brought sunshine and a
wind Lypical of the canyon in which the
show was being held. Entries totaled
1,644, with (wenty-three states and
three foreign entries represented. The
Truckee Meadows Dog Training Club
received 107 obedience entries. By
noon the weather had warmed and the
winds had all hut stopped: when
Groups got underway. the weather was
ahsolutely beautiful—warmer than it
had been all day. Best in Show was
judged by Mr. Robert Ligon and won by
Ch. Treceder's All That Jazz, a Boxer
owned by Jelfl and Shirley Bennett and
Ann Harr, of Sun Valley, California,
and handled by Gary Steele.

One Down, Many More To Go

Bonanza Kennel Club of Carson City
is looking forward to holding many
more shows in the future, and with the
support received from the commumity
and all its friends. each show should be
very successiul.

As of this writing in July, plans are
in place for a Seplember 29, 1990,
show, which the club hopes will be as
successful as last fall's show. Not many
changes have been made in the organi-
zational process. The way the show
chairman and committec members or-
ganized that show was very successful,
and worked well for our situation. The
aceess to gambling is a big draw for the
club, as was the show the following day
in Reno. ¥ T
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